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Perkins/Rhodes CC&N, and new water data in Sacramento Basin
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R e :  R h o d e s  H o m e s l P e r k i n s  M o u n t a i n  W a t e r  C o m p a n i e s  a n d  C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  C o n v e n i e n c e  a n d
N e c e s s i t y

T o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A r i z o n a  C o r p o r a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n :

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  A C C  i s  d u e  t o  m a k e  s o m e  d e c i s i o n s  s t a r t i n g  D e c  1 8 ,  2 0 0 8  r e g a r d i n g  t h e
i s s u a n c e  o f  a  C C & N  f o r  N e v a d a  d e v e l o p e r  R h o d e s  H o m e s  a n d  t w o  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e
n a m e s  o f  P e r k i n s  M o u n t a i n  W a t e r  a n d  P e r k i n s  M o u n t a i n  W a s t e w a t e r  C o m p a n i e s .  I  h o p e  t h a t
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  w i l l  f a c t o r  i m p o r t a n t  n e w  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  A r i z o n a  W a t e r s h e d
C o u n c i l  i n t o  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p e o p l e  h a v e  a l r e a d y
s u b m i t t e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  y o u ,  s o  I  w i l l  f o r e g o  a t t a c h i n g  i t  t o  t h i s  m e s s a g e .

A n y o n e  w h o  h a s  l i v e d  i n  o r  n e a r  G o l d e n  V a l l e y  i n  M o h a v e  C o u n t y  a n d  p a i d  a n y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
l o c a l  w a t e r  s i t u a t i o n  i s  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  d e e p  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  s c a r c e  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  o f  t h e
r e g i o n .  G o l d e n  V a l l e y  r e s i d e n t s  m u s t  f r e q u e n t l y  h a u l  t h e i r  w a t e r  m i l e s  a w a y  f r o m  d e e p
c o m m u n i t y  w e l l s  b e c a u s e  i n d i v i d u a l  w e l l s  a r e  f a r  t o o  e x p e n s i v e  t o  d r i l l , a n d l o r m i g h t  e n d  u p
b e i n g  d r y  a n y w a y .  Y e t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p e r s ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  f o l k s ,  a n d  l a r g e l y  p r o - g r o w t h - a t -
w h a t e v e r - c o s t  l o c a l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  o n e  m i g h t  g e t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  v e r i t a b l e
o c e a n  o f  f r e s h  w a t e r  j u s t  b e l o w  t h e  c r e o s o t e  b u s h e s .  A  m o r e  a c c u r a t e ,  i m p a r t i a l ,  d a t a -
s u p p o r t e d  s t a n c e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  " g r o u n d  t r u t h "  f r o m  e x i s t i n g  w a t e r  u s e r s  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  m o r e  l i k e
a n  a n c i e n t  s h a l l o w  l a k e  d o w n  t h e r e . . . .  a  l a k e  w h o s e  s u r f a c e  l i e s  d e e p  u n d e r g r o u n d ,  a n d  w h i c h
h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d r a w n  d o w n  w i t h o u t  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  a c r o s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  o f  i t s  e x t e n t .

G o l d e n  V a l l e y  l i e s  a b o v e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t o  A q u i f e r ,  a n d  i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f
t h e  P r a v a d a  d e v e l o p m e n t  b y  R h o d e s ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  e n t a i l  a t  l e a s t  2 5 , 0 0 0  h o m e s  p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l
b u s i n e s s e s  f o r m i n g  a  c o m p l e t e l y  n e w  c i t y .  T h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t o  A q u i f e r  i s
t h e  m o s t  h e a v i l y  i m p a c t e d  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  d a t e ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  h a s  t h e  l e a s t  w a t e r ,
i r o n i c a l l y .

I t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  f o r  a n  a q u i f e r  t o  s u p p o r t  e x i s t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( e v e n  f o r  d e c a d e s  i n t o  t h e
f u t u r e ) ,  a n d  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  f o r  i t  t o  s u p p o r t  p l a n n e d  g r o w t h  t h a t  i s  f i v e  t o  t e n  t i m e s  t h e  c u r r e n t
p o p u l a t i o n .  I  c a n n o t  t h i n k  o f  a  s i n g l e  a r i d - l a n d  a q u i f e r  a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  h a s
u n d e r g o n e  o v e r p u m p i n g  d u e  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h
f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  d e c a d e s  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  s e r i o u s  d e c l i n e ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  l o w e r i n g  w a t e r
q u a l i t y  a n d  p o l l u t i o n  t o  s e v e r e  l a n d  s u b s i d e n c e  a n d  a n  u n a f f o r d a b l e  d e e p e n i n g  o f  t h e  w a t e r
t a b l e .  T h e s e  e f f e c t s  m a k e  p r e v i o u s l y  v i a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  w h i l e
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  i n c u r r i n g  h u g e  u n f o r e s e e n  c o s t s  i n  o t h e r  a r e n a s .

T h e  c i t y  o f  T u c s o n  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  a n d  1 9 7 0 s  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  s a l i e n t  A r i z o n a  e x a m p l e  o f
g r o w t h  f a r  o u t s t r i p p i n g  a q u i f e r  s u p p l y .  S e r i o u s  s u p p l y  p r o b l e m s  l o o m e d  a l o n g s i d e  m a j o r
c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d e p l e t i o n .  F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  T u c s o n  a n d  P i m a  C o u n t y ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  A r i z o n a
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Project Canal was completed in time to support exorbitant continued growth for another two
decades. But things are different today. Given the complete and total allocation of Colorado
River Water supplies, there will be no CAP bailout for the massive projects planned for
Mohave County by Rhodes Homes should overdevelopment occur here.

It doesn't require much foresight to predict ghost-town status and enormous social,
economic, and ecological problems for Pravada and much of Mohave County when the water
runs low and declines in quality in another couple of decades. Far from being the problem of

It is not a distant, nebulous future issue,
lifetimes. We must act with foresight and intellect today to avert the obvious problems
associated with inappropriate and unsustainable development tomorrow.

"someone else" this will almost surely be the problem of current residents and their children.
but one that will arise within most of our immediate

The massive planned Rhodes developments are not realistically accounting for current water
demands, historical patterns, or likely future outcomes, let alone using current data from
impartial sources. It is my view that they should be scaled back drastically, if approved at all
given Jim Rhodes' many questionable activities, and his documented and proven illegal and
unethical behaviors.

Please consider these long-term impacts very carefully alongside the water use information
being brought to light by the Northwest Arizona Watershed Council before issuing
RhodesIPerkins any Cc&ns.

Thank you for your diligence. I deeply appreciate the important work the ACC does.

Most sincerely,

Mr. Jan Emming

P.O. Box 306

Yucca, Arizona, 86438-0306

(928) 766 2597

janemming@citlink.net
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